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First General Epistle Given to the Church by Joseph Smith III 

“In the name of the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, I now call upon all the 
scattered Saints, upon all the broad earth, to arise and shake off the sleep that hath 
bound them these many years, take on the armor of the just, calling on the name of 
the Lord for help, and unite once more for the emancipation of the honest in heart 
from the power of false doctrine and the shackles of sin. 

“In the name of bleeding Zion, I call upon all those who have been wandering in by and 
forbidden paths and have been led astray by the wicked and designing men, to turn 
from their scenes of wickedness and sins of convenience, to turn from their servitude 
to Satan in all his seductive devices; from vice in every phase, and from the labor of 
sin, the wages whereof are ever death, unto the true and delightsome allegiance to the 
principles of the gospel of peace, to the paths of wisdom, to the homage of that God 
that brought the children of Israel out of bondage; to turn and remember the new 
covenant, even the Book of Mormon; To lay hold anew upon the rod of iron (word of 
God) which surely leads to the tree of life; to remember that those who live to the Lord 
keep His commandments, and that the promises are unto the faithful and the reward 
unto those that endure to the end. 

“And  in the name of the Lord of hosts, I call upon all the inhabitants of the earth to 
repent, believe, and be baptized, for the time cometh when the judgments of God are 
to be poured out upon all nations, and the besom (Broom) of God’s wrath shall smoke 
through the land; when men shall know that there is a God in Israel, and He is mighty 
to punish or to save; that the prayers of those under the altar have been heard, and a 
swift retribution is to come, when the despoiler will be despoiled; when those who 
denied justice shall be judged, and the measure meted unto others shall be meted 
unto them; when the prisoner shall go free, the oppressed be redeemed, and all of 
Israel shall cry, ‘Glory to God in the highest be given, for He is long suffering and slow 
to anger has risen and shall bring again Zion.’ Amen and Amen”                                           

(Church History 3:294-295 or Selected Writings of Elbert A Smith p. 88-89) 
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Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 John 2:25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.                     

Jude 1:21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord         
Jesus Christ unto eternal life.                                                  
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Never Lose Sight of the Real Goal 

DC 22:23b And there is no end to my works, neither to my words; for this is my work 
and my glory, to bring to pass the immortality, and eternal life of man. 

DC 28:7b And the righteous shall be gathered on my right hand unto eternal life; and 
the wicked on my left hand will I be ashamed to own before the Father. 

DC 75:1c And thus if ye are faithful ye shall be laden with many sheaves, and crowned 
with honor, and glory, and immortality, and eternal life. 

DC 29:2e Wherefore, give heed unto these things, and be diligent in keeping my 
commandments, and you shall be blessed unto eternal life. Amen 

 

 

Understanding Our State and Condition 

2 Nephi 1:105-120 105 And after Adam and Eve had partaken of the forbidden fruit, they 
were driven out of the garden of Eden, to till the earth. 106 And they have brought forth 
children; yea, even the family of all the earth.  107 And the days of the children of men 
were prolonged, according to the will of God, that they might repent while in the flesh; 
 

108 Wherefore, their state became a state of probation, and their time was 
lengthened, according to the commandments which the Lord God gave unto the 
children of men. 
 

109 For he gave commandment that all men must repent; 
 

110 For he shewed unto all men that they were lost, because of the transgression of 
their parents. 111 And now, behold, if Adam had not transgressed, he would not have 
fallen; but he would have remained in the garden of Eden. 112 And all things which 
were created, must have remained in the same state which they were, after they were 
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created; and they must have remained forever, and had no end. 113 And they would 
have had no children; wherefore, they would have remained in a state of innocence, 
having no joy, for they knew no misery; doing no good, for they knew no sin.                   
114 But behold, all things have been done in the wisdom of him who knoweth all 
things.  115 Adam fell, that men might be; and men are, that they might have joy.         
116 And the Messiah cometh in the fullness of time, that he may redeem the children 
of men from the fall.  117 And because that they are redeemed from the fall, they have 
become free forever, knowing good from evil;  118 To act for themselves, and not to be 
acted upon, save it be by the punishment of the Lord, at the great and last day, 
according to the commandments which God hath given.   
 

119 Wherefore, men are free according to the flesh; and all things are given them 
which are expedient unto man. 120 And they are free to choose liberty and eternal life, 
through the great mediation of all men, or to choose captivity and death, according to 
the captivity and power of the devil. 
 
Genesis 6:49-53  49 And he said unto them, Because that Adam fell, we are; and by his 
fall came death, and we are made partakers of misery and woe. 
 50 Behold, Satan hath come among the children of men, and tempteth them to 
worship him; and men have become carnal, sensual, and devilish, and are shut out 
from the presence of God. 
51 But God hath made known unto our fathers, that all men must repent. 
52 And he called upon our father Adam, by his own voice, saying, I am God; I made the 
world, and men before they were in the flesh.  
53 And he also said unto him, If thou wilt, turn unto me and hearken unto my voice, 
and believe, and repent of all thy transgressions, and be baptized, even in water, in the 
name of mine Only Begotten Son, who is full of grace and truth, which is Jesus Christ, 
the only name which shall be given under heaven, whereby salvation shall come unto 
the children of men; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (So, Adam was 
given to understand the pathway to salvation.) 

Genesis 6:67-69  67 And it came to pass, when the Lord had spoken with Adam our 
father, that Adam cried unto the Lord, and he was caught away by the Spirit of the Lord, 
and was carried down into the water, and was laid under the water, and was brought 
forth out of the water; and thus he was baptized. 68 And the Spirit of God descended 
upon him, and thus he was born of the Spirit, and became quickened in the inner man. 
69 And he heard a voice out of heaven, saying, Thou art baptized with fire and with the 
Holy Ghost; this is the record of the Father and the Son, from henceforth and forever. 

The Holy Spirit Plays a Major Role in Repentance 

John 18: 7-8  7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away; for 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment. (Note, The Holy Spirit Convicts us of our sins. = In the 
Greek = The Word “Reprove” also means to “Convict or Rebuke”)          
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Alma Gave Us a Travel Log to Prepare Us for the Journey 
Alma 16:228-234 228 For behold, this life is the time for men to prepare to meet God: yea, 
behold, the day of this life is the day for men to perform their labors. 229 And now as I said 
unto you before, as ye have had so many witnesses, therefore I beseech of you, that ye do not 
procrastinate the day of your repentance until the end; 

230 For after this day of life, which is given us to prepare for eternity, behold, if we do not 
improve our time while in this life, then cometh the night of darkness, wherein there can be 
no labor performed. 231 Ye can not say, when ye are brought to that awful crisis, that I will 
repent, that I will return to my God. 

232 Nay, ye can not say this; for that same spirit which doth possess your bodies at the time 
that ye go out of this life, that same spirit will have power to possess your body in that 
eternal world. 233 For behold, if ye have procrastinated the day of your repentance, even 
until death, behold, ye have become subjected to the spirit of the devil, and he doth seal you 
his; 234 Therefore the Spirit of the Lord hath withdrawn from you, and hath no place in you 
and the devil hath all power over you; and this is the final state of the wicked. 
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The Atonement 
Mosiah 2:10 And also, the atonement which has been prepared from the foundation of the 
world, that thereby salvation might come to him that should put his trust in the Lord, and 
should be diligent in keeping his commandments, and continue in the faith even unto the end 
of his life; I mean the life of the mortal body. 
 
Romans 5:7-11  7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet peradventure for a 
good man some would even dare to die.  8 But God commendeth his love toward us,         
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 11 And not only so, but we also joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. 
 
Alma 16:207 Behold, I say unto you, that I do know that Christ shall come among the 
children of men, to take upon him the transgressions of his people, and that he shall 
atone for the sins of the world; for the Lord God has spoken it. 

 

He Hath Saved Us 
Mosiah 8:28 And now Abinadi said unto them, I would that ye should understand that 
God himself shall come down among the children of men, and shall redeem his people. 

Mosiah 8:32,38 32 And thus the flesh becoming subject to the Spirit, or the Son to the Father, 
being one God, suffereth temptation, and yieldeth not to the temptation, but suffereth 
himself to be mocked, and scourged, and cast out, and disowned by his people . . . .                
38 Standing betwixt them and justice; having broken the bands of death, taken upon himself 
their iniquity and their transgressions; having redeemed them, and satisfied the demands of 
justice. 
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                 Examine Yourselves = God See’s Your Secret Sins                                

1 Corinthians 11:28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup. 

Psalms 90:8 Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy 
countenance. 
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The Prodigal was Fully Restored 

 

The best robe = Symbolizes = God covering our sins, taking off our filthy rags,               
and dressing us in robes of righteousness.  We are cleansed and made new. 
 
The ring on his finger = God declares the son is a legitimate heir, once again with all his 
rights, authority and privileges.  A restored son or daughter of the king. 
 
The shoes on his feet = Slaves often went barefoot but the master of the house and his 
children wore shoes. The son is no longer an outsider but a member of the family.     
The shoes would also help heal and restore his bruised and injured feet.  
 
Together these three things proclaim complete reconciliation. The son is transformed 
and completely restored, made new.  Once again, a joint heir with Christ! 
 



CRE:  Restoration Women’s Council—Class by Pat Chadwick 03-03-2026 Page 11 
 

 
 

The Call Has Gone Out Down Through the Ages 
DC 6:4b Say nothing but repentance unto this generation: keep my commandments, 
and assist to bring forth my work according to my commandments, and you shall be 
blessed. 
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Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just; whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 

are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
 and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
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Parable of the Talents = Matthew 25:26,31 25 His lord answered and said unto him,       
O wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather 
where I have not scattered.  . . .  31 And his lord shall say unto his servants, Cast ye the 
unprofitable servant into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 
 
DC 60:1a-3e 1a Behold, thus saith, the Lord unto the elders of his church, but with 
some I am not well pleased, for they will not open their mouths, but hide the talent 
which I have given unto them, because of the fear of man. Woe unto such, for mine 
anger is kindled against them. 
2a And it shall come to pass, if they are not more faithful unto me, it shall be taken 
away, even that which they have, for I, the Lord, ruleth in the heavens above, and 
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among the armies of the earth.  . . .  3e Thou shalt not idle away thy time; neither shalt 
thou bury thy talent that it may not be known.   
  
Matthew 25:42-47 42 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 43 For I was 
an hungered, and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; 44 I was a 
stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and 
ye visited me not. 45 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee 
an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee? 46 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it not unto 
me.  47 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment; but the righteous into life 
eternal. 
 
DC 2:1a-2a  1a The works, and the designs, and the purposes of God, cannot be 
frustrated, neither can they come to naught, for God doth not walk in crooked paths; 
2a Remember, remember, that it is not the work of God that is frustrated, but 
the work of men. 
 
DC 2:2b  For although a man may have many revelations, and have power to do many 
mighty works, yet, if he boast in his own strength, and sets at naught the counsels of 
God, and follows after the dictates of his own will and carnal desires, he must fall and 
incur the vengeance of a just God upon him. 
 
DC 122:16a-17b  16a And now I say unto you mine elders, apostles and high priests of 
my church, Continue ye in the ministry unto which you have been called; and if ye 
cannot fully agree on all the points of the law, be patient and be not contentious; so 
far as you can agree work together without heat, confusion, or malice.  . . .            
17b Let nothing separate you from each  other and the work whereunto you have been 
called and I will be with you by my Spirit and presence of power unto the end. Amen. 
JOSEPH SMITH 1894 
 
Elbert A Smith said, “I believe the church has a right to expect from members of the 
priesthood a demonstration of their ability to work together in Christian unity. In the 
priesthood there are pronounced differences of personality in background and often 
in opinion as to methods. The Church has a right to expect that we shall work together 
in the Spirit of our Lord and Master.”  Doctrine and Covenants, Section 122 was given 
by Joseph Smith III, 1894 and Elbert A said of that message, “Looking down the stream 
of time, the Lord could see everything that might happen to divide us and estrange us. 
. . . And foreseeing all of that, He deliberately said to us, ‘Let nothing separate you from 
each other and the work whereunto you have been called.’  And then He gave a 
glorious promise. On the condition, ‘I will be with you by my Spirit and presence of 
power unto the end’.”                                            Selected writings of Elbert A Smith p. 222-223 
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Are You Girded Up, Do You Have Your Armor On? 

 

 
 
 

As Baptized Members of the Church, 
the Power of the Holy Spirit is Available to You 

It’s a Gift = You Must Unwrap it and Use It! 

DC 39:6 And again, it shall come to pass, that on as many as ye shall baptize with 
water, ye shall lay your hands, and they shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
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DC 85:1c Wherefore I now send upon you another Comforter, even upon you, my 
friends, that it may abide in your hearts, even the Holy Spirit of promise, which other 
Comforter is the same that I promised unto my disciples, as is recorded in the 
testimony of John. 

Through Prayer = DC 42:5b Spirit shall be given unto you by the prayer of faith. 

DC 63:16 Ye receive the spirit through prayer. 

This is Important, this is Your Spiritual Heritage 

We can become partakers of the same fullness and become heirs because of: 

1. The Love of the Father, 

2. The Mediation of Jesus Christ 

3. The Gift of the Holy Spirit 

 
Romans 8:16-17 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God; 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 
 

Functions of the Holy Spirit 
On Your Handout: Reprove/Convict Us of Sin, Leading, 

Constraining, Persuading, Enticing, Transporting, Teaching, 
Bringing All Things to Your Remembrance, Testifying of Christ, 

Guiding Us, Warning Us, Testifying to Us that we are the Children of God, 
Guides Us Into all Truth and Speaks of Things to Come, Helps Us to Pray, 

Intercedes for Us, Reveals the Deep Things of God,  
Our Eyes are Opened to Understanding and Enlightened by It,  

It is the Spirit of Revelation,  
Gifts of the Spirit are Given to Us by the Holy Spirit, 

 It is a Unifying Force,                                                                                        
Gives us Peace, Hope and Joy,                                                                    

Empowers Us, The Lord Works By It,                                                                                     
Inspires Scripture, Sanctifies Us,                                                                                   
Reveals, Commissions, Directs,                                                                                    

Fruits of the Spirit are Produced By It,                                                                         
Precepts are Given By It,                                                                                                    

Calls Men to Work,  
and Many More Things Does It Do! 
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The following Saturday, Sandy was driving to Graceland College to take the national 
teacher's test. They think deer or some kind of animal came across her path. She skidded 
for 45 feet then went airborne for 54 feet, crashed upside down into a deep ravine and was 
knocked unconscious. The ravine was so deep that later when they went to retrieve the 
truck they had to repel down on ropes. When she came to, she was having trouble 
breathing and was bleeding from severe head and facial wounds, her eye lid was slashed in 
half making it hard to see anything. She thought her eye was gone. She climbed out a 
broken window and literally clawed her way up the side of the ravine, and in her limited 
vision and confusion went up the wrong side. She was hysterical and ran until she came to a 
hay bale; then she realized in the dark she had come up the wrong side of the ravine. The 
ravine lay between her and the road. She believed she would die there. Then she prayed. 
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Then the Spirit said look and across the field she saw a gravel road, it took her 
out to the black top road. The Spirit said, “Look and Walk to the Light.” 
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One added thought: Sandy’s husband, Dave, worked with the Sheriff’s office to assist in 
Sandy’s rescue. The priesthood need to come together and work together. The many 
different congregations and factions need to begin to work together. The woman in the 
house ran and hid, she was afraid, to even look at Sandy. We can’t be afraid to look at the 
situation that we are in. We must go forth—moving forward with courage as God directs.                                                                                         

The Holy Spirit is a Unifying Force 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 For by the Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, and have been all made to drink into one Spirit . . .That there should be no schism in the 
body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.       
Ephesians 4:1-5 1 Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and 
meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace, 4 In one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all. 

9. The Holy Spirit recalled to her 
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Testimony of Holy Spirit Directing, Enlightening One’s Mind and Providing 
Before We Even Ask 

(Silver Dollar City Testimony = God Provided) 
 

Isaiah 65:24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer;            
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.  
 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God provided toothbrush,  
soap, deodorant and comb by telling Hal to buy those items. 

Second Testimony = Allegory = God Will Provide 

God provided all that we needed for the weekend, even before I prayed, “God 
Will Hear Us and Provide.” We need to be mighty in prayer for the Church and the 
priesthood. Hal, representing the priesthood, prayed and was led by the Holy Spirit 
into the drug store to buy what we needed, even before I prayed. The priesthood needs 
to lead the way and through prayers of faith, being led by the Holy Spirit, provide what 
the Church needs at this time to accomplish the tasks at hand.  
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The Third Testimony and Allegory 

We need to have our own testimonies of the truth of the Book of Mormon. 
Then, as a church, we must embrace the Book of Mormon and the former commandments 

God has given us, and actually obey them. 
We are to take the Book of Mormon to those whom God has directed. 
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