
“Seek to Bring Forth”  
From the Selected Writings of Arthur Oakman – p.110-111 

 

Those who fail to love God first never come to self-knowledge nor feel themselves 

lifted to the plain of social regard for others. If something is wrong with self, there 

is something wrong with the way that self loves; and in loving, injury is done to 

others to the degree that sin exist in the individual.  

 

Christ proposes to eliminate this evil by calling humanity to first focus its attention on 

God, the perfect One, and from Him derive inspiration and motivation for social service. The 

self is right only when seen in relation to God. It was by loving God first that Abraham saw through the 

shams of the social life of Ur. We must “Come out of Babylon” too. As long as we remain in the city of 

confusion and spiritual wickedness, we are witnessing to our lack of affection for Deity. The Lord God of 

hosts will be content with no less than our all. In return He will give us all.  

 

The two commandments then, in their right order—love of God and love of neighbor—are the 

foundation of the city of Zion. They are to be the directional power in economics and in relations between 

nations and people. Notice the emphasis in the hymn: “Love ye Me, and love all people; love, as I have 

loved you; This your calling, this My purpose; thus, be My disciples true. Then in this exalted station, your 

companion I will be; Every promise of My scriptures will be verified in thee.” -- Joseph Luff 

 

Oakman in “The seminar on Zion” said, “And though each of us bring to the altar varying gifts, each of 

us bring varying degrees of devotion to the altar, yet my friends God accepts that which we do. We love 

God that is not our problem. Our problem is that in loving Him we do not love Him enough.” 
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    And thou shalt love the Lord thy God  

 with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 

 and with all thy might. 

                        Deuteronomy 6:5 

 

     The light of the body is the eye; if 

 therefore thine eye be single to the glory 

  of God, thy whole body shall be full of 

        light.                 

                         Matthew 6:22 
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