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From the Pastor’s Inkwell

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK

BY RON LIDBERG , ASSOCIATE PASTOR

By the time you find yourself reading this article, we will have elected new
branch officers for the upcoming year. Many of those serving in these leadership posi-
tions will have been there before. For some, however, this may be their first opportunity
to serve in such a capacity. Regardless of whether or not they've held leadership posi-

tions before, a key to being successful lies in their ability to motivate and inspire those whom the y lead.

As we look forward to this upcoming year, | am reminded of the following English proverb, “Many hand S

make light work.” | am sure those who have accepted leadership positions will be doing their best to
willing workers within their respective areas of service. If you find yourself being asked to help

involve other
out, my hope is

that you seriously consider this request and perhaps even respond with an enthusiastic “YES!”

| recently overheard one of our members remark that upon entering the church one Saturday morning,

they were pleasantly surprised to see there was not one piece of lint down the entire hallway. The
obviously already been there and were gone, but without their willingness to put in the time and eff

volunteers had
ort the rest of

us would not be able to enjoy the beauty of this house of worship God has blessed us with.

| would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge all those who have volunteered over the past ye ar and

| look forward to serving alongside those who will be volunteering in the future. Part of God's plan
ple to “be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their own free will....” My hope

was for his peo-
is that you

will freely choose to be engaged in the work right here in the Oak Grove branch.

Question Time

“Let love be without
dissimulation. Abhor that
which is evil and cleave to

that which is good. Be
kindly affectioned one to
another with brotherly love;
in honor preferring one
another; Distributing to the
necessity of saints; given to
hospitality.”
Romans 12:9,10 & 13

time it is as simple as being there for someone. We have all been in that situation, sitting alone

about something. Eventually though, someone comes over and asks the simple question: "Everything al
some variation thereof.) If the person asking the question is truly wanting to know, with the goal
they are providing true spiritual hospitality. This brings to mind the one factor that makes it the
provide spiritual hospitality: sincerity. If the individual practicing the spiritual hospitality is

offer is empty and meaningless.

WHAT IS SPIRITUAL HOSPITALITY ?

BY PRIEST AMMON HORN

The idea of providing hospitality has long been a part of the Christian
culture. Jesus commanded us to provide food, drink, clothes, shelter, etc., to
anyone in need (Matthew 25:35 -41). But in focusing on physical needs, many
well -meaning Christians have forgotten an even greater calling. The one of pro-
viding spiritual hospitality. Unlike physical hospitality, the cost of spiritual
hospitality is not measured in monetary terms, but rather in time offered in
service.
So how does one go about offering spiritual hospitality? Most of the
feeling miserable
right?" (Or
of assisting, then
most difficult to
not sincere, then the

Just as we are commanded to provide physical care for those in need, we are commanded to provide

spiritual care. There are a multitude of ways to provide this spiritual hospitality in our lives. Letting the

love of Christ permeate our entire lives, forgiving others their trespasses against us, witnessing t 0 everyone
we come in contact with, and many other ways. God has commanded us to go forth and share his word t o]
the whole world. In the end, what greater gift can we give than to share the message of hope and sa Ivation?
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Recent Baptisms and Baby Blessings at Oak Grove

Liliana Maria Prater was blessed by
her grandfather,
Elder Mel Doubledee,
and Elder Danny Hight.

Brice Jared Mulheron was blessed by
his grandfather,
Elder Jim Mulheron,
and Elder Danny Hight.

Kennedy Mae Hamar was blessed by
her great -grandfather,
Elder Hal Chadwick,

and great -uncle, Elder Phillip Freeze.

Above: Mariah Hallier was baptized by
her father, Elder Curtis Hallier.
Below: Olivia English was baptized by
her father, Elder Eric English.

Olivia English was confirmed by her
grandfather, Elder Ron Lidberg, and
uncle, Elder Mike Lidberg.

Mariah Hallier was confirmed by her
father, Elder Curtis Hallier, and
Elder Jim Mulheron.
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YOUTH CORNER

Ice Cream Social and Talent Show

by Rachelle “Russia” Davis

On July 3 rd, the Zion’s League hosted an Ice Cream Social and Talent Show. We had a
great turnout! There was more than enough delicious desserts made by members of the
branch. The fellowship was great!

In the talent portion, we had everything from tongue twisters with audience par-
ticipation to ragtime, from an Italian aria to the piano, and from serious praise songs to
patriotic songs - once again with audience participation.

The Zion's League wants to thank everyone that brought the delicious des-
serts, those that shared their talents, and all who came. A special thanks to God
for all of the talents He has blessed us with.

Zion’s League “Kick  -Off Party” to Welcome New Members

by Rachelle “Russia” Davis

The Zion's League party on June 25  th was a lot of fun and very wet! There were —
thirteen of us, including Debbie Norman and Pat Allen. The current Zion’s League
members included: Bethany Buckles, Andy Foss, Jacara Foss, Patrick Asberry, Will
Rush, and Tyler Klocke. The newest Zion's League members were Sara Foss, Aus-
tin Klocke, Kelly Cochran, and Russia Davis. (Catherine Thomas was also consid-
ered by Debbie to be a “newer” member since she has been in Germany with her
family.) It was a great bunch of kids.

Our activities were great fun! At the beginning of the party, each member
helped fill up water balloons. We used them for a couple different water balloon
tosses, a gauntlet (in which new members had to run down the middle of two lines
while getting balloons thrown at them), and a water balloon fight. During the
water balloon fight, Tyler felt the need to soak certain members with Pat's water
hose. We also played a game in which we had two lines facing each other. We were given a topic and asked to
speak on it for thirty seconds. We all discovered it wasn't as easy as we thought and with six peop le talking at one
time, things got pretty confusing.

Finally, it was time to eat! We all want to thank Pat and Debbie for the delicious food they prepar ed. After we
all finished eating, we had a circle campfire led by Catherine, Kelly, and Russia. Campfire ended a Il too soon, but
then it was time for s'mores. After s'mores, it was time to pack up and go our separate ways.

Thanks again to Pat, Debbie, and all the Zion’s League members that made this possible, and a specia | thanks
to God for keeping us all safe.
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Getting to Know . . . Jim and Marian Cawley

Jim grew up with two sisters and five brothers in St. Joseph, Missouri, graduating from Central High in 1950.
Their neighbors, the Jeschke family, invited them to their church, a local
RLDS branch. As a result, the whole family was converted. Jim was bap-
tized at the age of ten.

In 1950, Jim joined the Army, planning to continue his vocational
education. While in the infantry in Korea in the summer of 1951, he was
accidentally shot in both legs. After several months in a hospital in Ja-
pan, he was transferred to Washington, D.C. In 1952, Jim married
Esther Hoffman. They attended a small congregation in D.C.

In 1953, Jim enrolled at Graceland College, where he graduated in
1955 with an A.A. degree in Commerce. They moved to Independence,
and Jim was hired by Southwestern Bell, working as an Electronic
Switchman until retiring in 1994.

In 1956 they adopted an infant daughter, Martha, now Marty Matte-
son, living in Fossil, Oregon. She has a son, Tim and a daughter, Mi-

chelle; and five grandchildren. Another daughter, Debra, was born in 1960. In 1966 the family move d to a small
farm in Grain Valley, and attended the Oak Grove RLDS Church.

In 1971, they were blessed with another daughter, Anita Marie. At the age of 3 -1/2 years sheanda5 -year-old
neighbor boy fell through the melting ice in the farm pond and were drowned. The shock and grief we re nearly
unbearable, and Esther went to visit her sister in Idaho. She later decided she could not come back and re-
guested a divorce, which was finally granted.

Debra married Don Norman in 1978, and they continue to attend the Oak Grove Restoration Branch. The y
have three children: Aaron, Elizabeth and Jared; and two grandchildren: Kadan and Kolton.

Marian (Hidy) Cawley was born at Stewartsville, Missouri, graduating from high school in 1951. She and her
younger sister, Ruth Ann, were active in Church and youth activities, especially singing duets and s olos, playing
organ or piano, and leading songs. She was baptized at age eight by her father, who was pastor for many years.

Marian attended Graceland College for two years and Drake University for a
year.

She married Keith Snider in 1954, and they lived in Oahu, Hawaii, for
eight months while he was in the Army. There they became friends of Louise
Clark’s (Gregson) family. They enjoyed the fellowship and love of the Saints
there. They moved to Columbia, Missouri, where Marian received a B. S. and an
M.E. from MU in 1959. They then moved to Hamilton, Missouri. Marian taught
public school music. They had three children: Marilyn Moore (1958), Ron
Snider (1960) and Melody Casey (1971); six grandchildren: Ryan, Tiffany, Ra-
chel, Jamie, Tessa and Jessica; and four great -grandchildren: Shelby, Cole,
James lIl and Creighton.

Jim and Marian had both been divorced about three years when they
met at the Graceland Singles Reunion. They realized they had both grown up in
Far West Stake and knew each other’s families. They spent the week getting
acquainted. They continued to visit later at the Far West Stake Reunion and at
Troy, Kansas, where Marian was teaching.

Jim and Marian were married December 23, 1978, at the Stewartsville
RLDS Church, and lived in Troy until the end of the school year. They and
Marian’s youngest daughter, Melody, then lived on the Grain Valley farm, at-
tending the Oak Grove RLDS Church. In 1983 they moved into their new house
on R.D. Mize Road.

They both feel that the Lord has blessed them in bringing them together and giving them many opportu nities
to serve God, His Church, and their families. Jim has served as a Deacon and an Elder. He has also served as
Bishop’s Agent, Assaociate Pastor, Building Coordinator, and the “Candy and Gum Man” after worship se rvices - to
the delight of the Oak Grove children. Marian has been Women'’s Leader, Music Leader, Choir Director , Soloist,
Organist, etc., at Oak Grove and Hamilton. They are the current Senior Adult leaders.

Marian went with Mirl Edwards on a group tour to the Holy Land in 1988, which was an outstanding exp eri-
ence. While there, they distributed copies of the Hebrew translation of The Book of Mormon. Jim’s favorite vaca-
tion was their trip to Michigan to see the Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village.

Their favorite scripture is Section 4 of the Doctrine & Covenants. Their favorite aspect of the Oak Grove Resto-
ration Branch is the love of the people and the spirit -filled services.
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Vacation Church School

God’s Word Lights Our Path
by Synthia DeBarthe

This was an amazing week. All of us have enjoyed the classes, the crafts, the music
and the food. We listened to His Words, we sang songs about His Word and we created Light-
houses to help us remember our lessons.

The children had a lot of fun each day. We enjoyed a special meal each evening, shar-
ing in fellowship and really good company around the wonderful food prepared by Nancy
Green and her staff. ~ We had a short family worship under the leadership of Mel Doubledee
and were dismissed to further enjoy classes with all the children and adults.

We enjoyed listening to the daily memory verses as they were repeated with the rest of
the class. The children all wanted to win the special prizes each day and that brought great
excitement to the whole room. Needless to say smiles were everywhere. We had a Gospel

Train in the fellowship hall full of pictures. The week ended with a big yellow smiley face balloon being presented
to each child.

The most important message is that our Heavenly Father loves us and
wants to give us all the Light of His Word so we can be with Him forever. All of
us that worked in Vacation Church School wanted to give our children the best
of the best of all the scriptures. Our greatest wish is that as you and your fam-
ily move forward in the gospel that the seeds planted here will grow in abun-
dance as your children mature in the gospel.

Please continue to worship in your homes, show by example the fruits
of the spirit as you nurture those around you. There is no greater gift that you
can give than the love of the Heavenly Father who Lights all of our Paths.

Mia Smith enjoyed VCS.

Left: Kevin
Anderson and
Cindy Green
work hard in
the kitchen pre-
paring food.

Above: Marian Cawley and
Louise Gregson enjoy fellow-
ship during the dinner hour.
Right: Mel and Loretta’s
youngest enjoys her spaghetti.
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Above: The Junior High class
sings. Right: The 4th & 5th
graders patrticipate in crafts.

Left: Chloe Fogel-
song and Brailey
Durham let their
lights shine. Right:
The 2 & 3 year olds
in class. Below left:
The 4 & 5 year olds
in class.

Below: The children practice their songs.
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Vacation Church School

Left: Lyle
Smith
takes the
adult
class on
a tour of
the Holy
Land.
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The Freeze Point — by Susan Freeze

If you questioned my children | am sure they would say that
our rules at home are too strict. Often they think our rules are
there because we don’t want them to have any fun or that we are
controlling. They haven't grasped that the rules are there for
their safety and welfare.

Of course the parent/child relationship is a type and shadow
of our relationship with God. When will WE realize that following
the commandments are for  our good ? God doesn’t give us com-
mandments or direction to be controlling. If he were controlling
we wouldn’t have OUR agency. He has the commandments and
the scriptures to bless us and help us through life.

While the Thomases were here, Don compared God’s com-
mandments to the rules of a game. Volleyball certainly wouldn’t
be very fun if nobody played by the rules. Football would be
downright dangerous without rules. If everyone played by their
own rules, chaos would erupt in the game.

Wwww.ogrb.org

Worship Times:

Communion

(1st Sunday)

Now | know what you are thinking. Every once in a while playing a crazy game of volleyball can be f
little while . Sometimes sin can seem fun. My mom used to explain sin this way. Sin is like jumping out of an
airplane without a parachute. There are consequences, even though you may not feel the consequences
away. If you could ask someone on the way down they might tell you it is great fun. They don’t kno
one ever bothered with a parachute but of course that only lasts for a little season and then they h

May we all learn that living our lives by the commandments is like playing the game by the rules.

Sunday Early Worship 9:00AM 9:00AM
Sunday School 9:15AM 9:15AM
Prayer Service 10:15AM
(Sacrament Sunday
only)
Sunday AM Worship 10:30AM 11:00AM
Sunday PM Worship 6:30PM
Wednesday PM — 7:00PM
Prayer and Testimony
un for a
right
w why any-

it the ground.
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