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by Aaron Smith, Pastorate  
  
 What a tremendous blessing our services have been 
in October.  The testimonies shared have been uplifting to 
the soul and strengthening to the faith. If you were not able 
to come to all of them, please order copies of the worship 
services so you can be blessed as well.   

 These blessings lead us right into the upcoming 
“holiday” season when Thanksgiving and Christmas dominate our thoughts and 
time.  It is wise counsel that we have received to daily account for our blessings be-
cause it keeps us humble – always recognizing our place before and our reliance 
upon our Creator and Savior.  It is truly when we get distracted and forget our reliance upon Him th at we drift 
away from His presence and we find our lives filled with frustration and meaningless problems.   

 In the upcoming months, let us not forget to slow down.  In the hustle and bustle of all the activit ies we 
must remember our reliance upon Him. So many that we know are without work and many have lost loved ones 
this year.  Please take the time to be a blessing to them as God has been to you.  Without each othe r and the 
expressions of love that we share with one another, our vision and understanding of God becomes hard ened and 
limited.  We must not let this be so.  We must strive to become one – continuing the practice that when one 
mourns, we also shall mourn and when one rejoices, we all need to rejoice.   

 This active participation will bring great rewards.  Can you imagine the awe and wonder the wise men  
felt as they knelt before the young Messiah in his home.  They had been diligent and faithful in fol lowing the 
signs. They had sacrificed much to come and worship Him.  Even though they gave the very best that t hey had, 
do you think God left them without a reward?  

 Or can you place yourself in the position of the early Puritan settlers, trying to survive on five k ernels of 
corn a day? However, they were faithful to the principles of God’s work as they understood it and Go d blessed 
them with knowledge.  The next year was a bounteous feast. Their diligence paid off in very tangible  ways. If we 
will strive as the Puritans and the wise men, will the blessings God has in store for us be any diff erent?  With a 
full assurance in knowing that God does not change, He delights …” to honor those who serve me in righteous-
ness and in truth unto the end;” (D&C 76:2a).  

 Truly this is a season for being thankful and rejoicing. May God bless us as we strive to remember o ur 
covenant daily by actively accounting for our blessings and sharing those blessings with others.  
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Upcoming Events  

From the Pastor’s Inkwell  
 

November:  
- Potluck on November 8th after church. Plan to stay!  
- The congregation will be celebrating Thanksgiving 
together with a congregational dinner. Watch the an-
nouncements for more information.  
- Christmas service preparations have begun. If you 
can lend your talents in the choir or bell choir, please 
see Debbie Mulheron or Sarah Norman.  

December:  
- Women’s Tea on December 5th. Watch the announce-
ments for more details.  
- The Christmas Programs will be held on December 
20th. Choir, adult and children, in the morning; chil-
dren’s program in the evening.  
- The Bell Choir will provide the ministry of music for 
the December 27th morning service.  
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Question Time  

Men of the Church:  Will You Be Your Best?  
by Charlie Booth  

 
The call to serve the Heavenly Father goes to all men everywhere.  It is a call to noble service and  excel-

lence in daily living. It is a call to be your best.  

  In the corporate world, if you want to get ahead, it can't be done by simply being good at what you do.  Being 
good will barely ensure that you will keep your job. Even if you are really  good at what you do, chances for promo-
tion are very slim. The only way that climbing the ladder of success becomes inevitable is by being outstanding  at 
what you do.  

Becoming outstanding is done through the pursuit of excellence. It is achieved by raising your stand ards 
and demanding the best from yourself.  Passion and determination are essential.  

D & C Section 4, verse 1: “. . . therefore, if ye have desires to serve God, ye are called to the work, for, be-
hold, the field is white already to harvest, and lo, he that thrusteth in his sickle with his might,  the same 
layeth up in store that he perish not . . . faith, hope, charity, and love, with an eye single to th e glory of God, qualifies  
him for the work .” 
 God created you for His  purposes.  For years, the U. S. Army used the slogan, “Be All You Can Be.”  God 
created you to be all He desires you to be.      

Our secular world teaches that it is better to follow, not lead; to do just enough to get by, not ex cel; to be 
invisible, not stand out; and to buy all you can, rather than give all you can give.  That is all no nsense, for none of 
it has eternal  value.   

Men, you are not  created to be mediocre, are not  made in God’s image to just do the bare minimum, and 
are not  qualified to be a follower of Jesus Christ if you laze around, living life as if it mattered only to  you.  No!  
You are called to excellence ! 

Pursuing excellence requires hard work and diligence.  It may be exhausting and will often put you u p 
against things beyond your abilities. Considering your weaknesses, this pursuit must include calling  on God’s 
strength. This is seen in the life of Paul. Totally committed to God’s purpose for his life, Paul ga ve his all to be 
what God wanted him to be, seeking to bring men to Christ, but he did so by God’s strength rather th an his own.  

In Philippians 4:13, Paul wrote, “ I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me .”  He expressed 
the sense of noble purpose he felt in service to Jesus Christ.  Yet he also expressed the way this n obility of pur-
pose should be permeated with humility.  

If a boy was asked what he thinks of when he hears the words “ strong man,” the answers would probably 
be weightlifters, football players, and super heroes.  But if we were able to ask Paul, “What is a s trong man?”  I 
imagine he would say something like this:  “A strong man is one who humbly and fully commits himself  to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”  

   Here is a quote from Evan Fry about humble service: “Humanity needs the services of men of genius, men 
of brilliance, and outstanding ability, but most of the work of the world is done by men of lesser t alents who, because 
of their spiritual greatness, minister devotedly with the humble gifts they have.”  

Commitment is key.  Through the ages, great men of the church learned to refuse negative thoughts. L ike 
them, you must seek the highest good for yourself and others.  Avoid self -righteousness.  Embrace humility, self -
discipline and self -denial.  Strive to serve others; learn of their needs. Dedicate your mind to gaining knowledge, 
understanding and wisdom.  

You may become a strong man whether young, middle -aged or older, priesthood or non -priesthood.  When 
you are able to combine two things, nobility of purpose and true humility, all things are possible.  Negatives of the 
world will fade, and those who scoff because you are different will be of little consequence.  You w ill find that 
“perfect brightness of hope” described in 2 nd  Nephi 13:29, when you press forward, ever forward, with steadfast-
ness in Christ, and a love of God and of all men.  

“Therefore, I would that ye should be steadfast and immovable, always abounding in good works, that 
Christ, the Lord God Omnipotent, may seal you His . . .”(Mosiah 3:21)  

 Will you be your best?  
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In Business for Zion  

In Business for Zion    
by Susan Booth  

 

 On Saturday, August 22, 2009, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., there was a gathering of Saints 
from our branch that participated in an event that is dear to all of us, that of the business of 
promoting the cause of Zion in all  we do.   
 Represented in business -expo-style were business owners  (carpet cleaning; nuts, choco-
lates, dried fruit and popcorn sales; photography; insurance; employee benefits; tax receipt re-
cordkeeping; accountant; hard wood floors; bakeware, cookware, gadgets and recipes; weight 
loss and health; beauty and gift; architectural design; gym; duplex rentals) experts in their 
line of work  (cell phone sales; sleep apnea; child safety), schools  (home school; Restoration 
school), special interests  (Book of Mormon researcher; Book of Mormon children’s study 
writer; natural childbirth; foster care and adoption) and hobbies  (gardening; one -minute shoul-
der rubs, bread -making). A fundraiser earned approximately $136 to go towards debt retire-
ment of in -house loans for the parking lot.   
 The Living Storehouse and Word of Wisdom were also promoted at this event.   
 A write -up summarizing the day is available on the foyer table at church.    
 The next “In Business for Zion” is scheduled for Saturday, February 20, 2010.  
 

 

 

At left: Phyllis Bailey tries to keep  
everyone safe.  

Right:  
Louise 
checks out 
the Wally’s 
Nut House 
goodies.  

Above: Alice and Phil Blea wel-
come “In Business for Zion”  
attendees.  
 

Left: Susan Booth 
shows Mariah Hallier 
how to brush her teeth 
without a toothbrush.  
  
Right: Lori Smith 
shows her AVON prod-
ucts, and Tommy 
Struzick smiles for the 
camera.  

Need a photographer? 
Call Sarah Norman.  

Church  members  

share their  

talents and  

services...  
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Plans in Full Swing for Children’s Project  
by Charlie Booth  

 
 The Branch Building Committee is pleased to report that the children have raised over $1700 so far f or the 
new full -size swing set to be added to playground equipment north of the volleyball court.   
 Since January of 2007, the Sunday morning “wood door” offerings by our young children 
have been designated for this project, which was first proposed by young Jarod Rush at an 
open forum in December, 2006.  The fund has steadily increased, penny by penny, dime by 
dime,  as the children come forward with joy on their faces each Sunday to drop their offer-
ings in the door.  
     The Building Committee has set a deadline of March 1, 2009, to complete fundraising for 
the project. At the annual Branch business meeting later this year,  final plans and costs will 
be presented to the Branch.  An opportunity will likely be offered to the congregation for do-
nations to complete the project.  

Oak Grove Members Participate in Restoration Youth Musical  
by Jordan Gowan  

    
    This summer the 2nd annual  CPRS alumni summer musical,   "Fiddler On The Roof," brought to its audience 
thoughts of faith, family, hardship and community.   Of no less importance, "Fiddler" also brought air -conditioning 
- a welcomed improvement over last year's show.    Directed by Joy Cain, the show carried a level of talent rarely 
seen by amateurs. The show was choreographed by Jill  and Jordan  Gowan , as well as Madelyn Cain.   The phe-
nomenal sixteen piece orchestra was directed by Rachel  Horn . 
    Many members of Oak Grove played an important role in this musical.   Audrey Horn  played the part of Hodel, 
Tevye's second daughter.   Jordan Gowan played Chava, the third daughter.   Jared Gowan and  Becca Horn par-
ticipated in the chorus.    
    If you were unable to attend, or even if you were,  we hope to see you all at the fall musical, November 5 -7.  The 
all -time favorite  "The Sound of Music" stars our own Audrey Horn as "Maria" the lead, and several  of Oak 
Grove's  youth in principal roles.  

Zion’s League Float Trip  
by Rachelle “Russia” Davis  

 
  
 Our Zion’s League Float Trip was a lot of fun! While on the river, we had 
lunch, playtime, and faced many challenges. Many of those challenges involved 
kayaks tipping over and canoes getting stuck.  
 I find that those challenges are actually a lot like life.  We get to a place in 
life when everything seems to be going great, then something unexpected hap-
pens and we get stuck or tip over. Only with God’s help, we are able to turn right -
side up and become free from where we were stuck.  
 Saturday night we had a campfire. The majority of the campfire was spent 
in prayer for the Saints we were to worship with on Sunday. On Sunday, we wor-

shipped with those Saints and everyone in the home shared a testimony. There was a pure and wonderfu l spirit 
surrounding all in the home. After the service, we had lunch and fellowship. Sunday was a joyous exp erience for 
all attending.  
 Frank and Shelia Engelbrecht went with our group to cook for us. A special thanks to Frank and Sheli a for 
cooking and to James and Elise Bullard for coming along to help chaperone. As always, thanks to Don and Debbie 
Norman for organizing the trip. Most importantly, thanks and praise to God for keeping us safe and a llowing the 
trip to come to pass.  

Youth Corner  
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What is the Living Storehouse?  
by Mindy Mulheron  

 
 The Living Storehouse is a way for church members and 
their families to become better stewards by the posting and ex-
changing of their needs, surplus and other resources. Doctrine and 
Covenants 42:8 -14 lines out the best way for us, as Saints, to han-
dle our wants, needs and surplus:  
 “And, behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy proper-
ties for their support, that which thou hast to impart unto them, with a covenant 
and a deed which cannot be broken; and inasmuch as ye impart of your sub-
stance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me, and it shall be laid before the bishop…  
 “Every man shall be made accountable unto me a steward over his own 
property, or that which he has received by consecration, inasmuch as is sufficient 
for himself and family. And again, if there shall be properties in the hands of the 
church, or any individuals of it, more than is necessary for their support, after this 
first consecration, which is a residue, to be consecrated unto the bishop, it shall be 
kept to administer unto those who have not, from time to time, that every man who 
has need may be amply supplied, and receive according to his wants.  
 “Therefore, the residue shall be kept in my storehouse, to administer to 
the poor and the needy, as shall be appointed by the high council of the church 
and the bishop…  
 “Thou shalt stand in the place of thy stewardship; thou shalt not take 
thy brother’s garment; thou shalt pay for that which thou shalt receive of thy 
brother and if thou obtainest more than that which would be for thy support, thou 
shalt give it unto my storehouse, that all things may be done according to that 
which I have said.”  

 In short, the Living Storehouse is a dynamic, vital exchange among the Saints, endeavoring to promot e 
better stewardship. The Living Storehouse can help the Saints in the Restoration to more closely mee t the needs 
and just wants of one another.  
 You can list: items you would like to give away, items you need, services you have to give as minist ry, ser-
vices you have to sell, services you need, items you would like to borrow, items you would like to l end, employ-
ment needs, and employment opportunities.  
 There are two ways to participate: browse through the Living Storehouse book at the church, or go on line 
to www.ogrb.org  and click on the “Living Storehouse” link. Check it out today!  

The Living Storehouse  

 
Have you 
checked 
out The 
Living 
Store-
house 
yet?  

It’s now 
online!  
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Oak Grove Members Travel to Historic Nauvoo  
by Mindy Mulheron  

 
   In early October, fifty -two OGRB members traveled to Nauvoo to visit the historic early church 
sites. The group stayed in the Nauvoo House, explored old Nauvoo, and later visited the Pioneer 
Cemetery and Carthage Jail.  
  

Congregational Caravan to Nauvoo  

1.  

3.  

2.  

5.  

4.  

 6.  

7.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

8.  

   9.  

11.  

10.  

12.  13.  
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Nauvoo cont’d...  

 
 

Photos : 
1. Cindy, Lori, and Louise prepare 
for the Sunday morning service.  
2. “The Prophet’s Last Ride.” A 
statue of Joseph and Hyrum on 
their way to Carthage.  
3. The whole group gets locked in 
the Debtor’s Cell at Carthage Jail.  
4. The shackles and chains on the 
floor in the Dungeon Cell where 
Joseph and Hyrum were first held 
at Carthage.  
5. The statue at the Pioneer 
Cemetery showing a family in 
mourning after burying a child.  
6. David and Daniel wrestling.  
7. The whole group outside the 
Nauvoo House.  
8. Group members smile while 
waiting for the movie to start at 
Carthage.  
9. Mindy, Sarah, and Kathryn 
smile for the camera.  
10. Debbie and Eric outside the 
Mansion House.  
11. Joey and Mindy outside the 
Joseph Smith Visitor’s Center.  
12. Alan gets caught by the cam-
era.  
 
 
 

 

 

13. The group 
listens to Sister 
Lusk explain 
the events that 
occurred in the martyrdom room.  
14. Lori and Monica have a great 
time playing spades.  
15. Tina and Hank help out with 
KP. 
16. Sheila smiles while serving din-
ner.  
17. Jim and Phil cook up some 
Mickey Mouse pancakes.  
18. Frank, a.k.a. the Cookie Mon-
ster, is stealing another cookie.  
19. Eric and Larry play Monopoly 
with the boys.  
20. The statue of Jo-
seph and Hyrum at 
Carthage Jail.  
21. Bill and Cindy 
smile for the camera; 
Eric and Sarah have 
rabbit ears for the 
shot, compliments of 
Don Norman.  
 
 
 

22. Nick and Andrew pack their lunches.  
23. Tour guide Lachlan McKay addresses 
the group outside the Mansion House.  
24. The Nauvoo Temple.  
25. Nate celebrates his second birthday.  
26. David and Jackie are all smiles.  
27. The group enters Carthage Jail.  
28. The Homestead.  
29. The reason for the Nauvoo House: 
“And let the name of that house be called 
the Nauvoo House, and let it be a delightful 
habitation for man and a resting place for 
the weary traveler…”  

17.  

18.  

19.  
23.  

20.  

21.  

22.  

24.  

 27.  

 26.  

 29.  

 25.  

 28.  
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The Freeze Point — by Katelyn Mercer  Worship Times:             Communion                                                              

                                                       (1st Sunday)  

Sunday Early Worship  9:00AM  9:00AM  

Sunday School  9:15AM  9:15AM  

Sunday AM Worship  10:30AM  11:00AM  

Sunday PM Worship  6:30PM   

Wednesday PM —   
Prayer and Testimony  

7:00PM  

 

 

Prayer Service 
(Sacrament Sunday   
only)  

 10:15AM  

www.ogrb.org  

 This summer I had the chance to be a counselor at Camp 
Opportunity. It’s a camp for abused and neglected children, and the 
camp’s purpose is to show the kids the pure love of Christ. Each 
counselor is assigned to one or two campers for the week.     
 I was having a hard time because it seemed like my camper 
didn’t like me. However, as the week progressed I learned to love this 
little girl more than I ever thought I would. We laughed, ran, and 
even cried together. Although it was hard at the beginning of the 
week to convince her to trust me, it was even harder at the end of the 
week when I had to send her home. I would have no control over her 
environment, and while I could help protect her from being hurt on 
the campgrounds, I was going to have to send her back out into the 
world.  
 She called me once, and it was amazing to hear her happy 
voice. Almost everyday I wish she would call me again. While ponder-
ing on how much I missed her, I suddenly felt that this is how God 
feels. He has us for just a short period of time when we go to camps 
and reunions where we concentrate on our relationship with him, but eventually He has to send us bac k into an un-
friendly world. It saddens Him to send us back, but He loves to have us “call” Him through prayer. J ust like I wish my 
camper would call me more than once, He wants to hear from us all the time.  
 God loves his children even more than I love my camper, and it’s very important to Him that we commu nicate 
with Him. He’s willing to help us when we ask Him, and we call upon Him through prayer. Prayer is an  important tool 
for our lives. It’s one of the best ways that we can maintain a good relationship with Him.     
 Just like receiving the phone call from my camper helped us keep our relationship strong, prayer is needed to 
keep the relationship we have with God strong too.  

 


