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by Aaron Smith, Pastorate  
   Take up your cross and keep My commandments and serve one 
another.  These are the focus of our next two monthly themes. In 
reviewing our themes for the year, I noticed one that wasn’t refer-
enced.  It might have gone something like this, “Take up your cross 
and love as I loved you.”  Needless to say, without the love of Christ 
in our lives, all of these themes are unattainable and, honestly, 

worthless. In the letter to the Corinthians, Paul says it this way, “And though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing” (I Cor. 13:3).  
   I had an interesting experience last month that I would like to share with you 
now regarding this love that Christ has for us.  The branch at Kingsville had asked me to come and s hare in one of 
their Sunday services and I was thrilled to do so.  Every time I’ve been there, I have felt the love  of God for that 
group of saints and am always blessed when I worship with them.  This time was no different.  In fac t, during the 
middle of the sermon I had what some might say was revelation.  It wasn’t revelation to some people,  but to me the 
emphasis that the Holy Ghost brought to this one point as it was shared made it revelation to me.  W e were talking 
about the Upper Room and the apostles having their feet washed. Too often I focus on the teaching pa rt of the min-
istry that Jesus performed in this task, or begin to let my mind wander to the difficulties this ord inance has had in 
our own church in the latter days.  However, this time, the Holy Ghost emphasized the love that Chri st had for His 
apostles. He wanted  to wash their feet because He loved them.  Yes, He was teaching them something, but the 
foundation of that teaching was His great love – a great desire, that even if He wasn’t trying to teach them any-
thing, He still would have washed their feet out of the great love He had for them.  
   This powerful understanding focused my mind on the foundation of God’s interaction with man and ther efore, 
our response back to Him. This interaction was first instituted by His love.  John the Beloved said it this way, 
“Herein is love, not that we loved  God , but that He loved  us, and sent His son to be the propitiation for our sins” (I 
John 4:10).  Because of God’s love for us, all the things we see today are part of our lives, part o f the church, etc.   
   Without this love as part of our lives, we will not be able to keep the commandments or serve one an other.  Many 
beloved priesthood men in the past have encouraged the membership of the church to find a vocation i n which 
they actively provide a service to humanity.  If our work is self -serving - only for the monetary gain - then we will 
never be satisfied.  However, with God’s love involved in our lives, our work becomes our chief mean s of expressing 
that love to others and serving each other becomes more important than ever. It becomes attainable. God doesn’t 

give us a commandment without providing an avenue for the accomplishment 
of that commandment.  Calling us to keep all the commandments is no differ-
ent than serving one another in this way.  With God’s love fully developed in 
our lives, both of these commandments can be attained, and I daresay, they 
can be magnified to a level that we’ve yet to experience in most of our lives.   
   We need to experience the love of God in our lives if we hope to keep the com-
mandments or to serve one another.  We need to see the great love God has for 
us. We need to go to the cross and see the crucified, bleeding, beaten Lord and 
Savior. Then we need to race to the tomb to see its emptiness.  Finally, we need 
to have the experience of seeing the resurrected Savior as He calls us by name 
and calls us to come to His feet.  In such an experience we will be first -hand 
witnesses of the love of God in our lives – His love for us – His sacrifice for us – 
His passionate, unchanging, unfailing love.  Now then, He calls us to go and do 
the same.  Saints, we can’t give what we ourselves don’t have.  We need to ex-
perience this love before we can give it and we need it more than the next 
breath of air you take right now.  May we move forward in that pure love of Je-
sus Christ so that we can keep His commandments and serve one another.  
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From the Pastor’s Inkwell  

Upcoming Camps & Reunions : 
 

RCI Camps  
Mountain: July 27 -July 3  
Tiona: July 6 -9 
Leadership: July 10 -16  
Bountiful: July 11 -16  
Mammoth: July 25 -31  
Liahona: August 1 -4 
  
Odessa Hills  
Older Youth: May 16 -22  
Jr. High: June 6 -12  
Junior: June 13 -17  
Sr. High: June 20 -26  
CMRB Reunion: July 17 -24  
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Kenyan Saints  

Ministering to the Saints in Kenya  
by Lyle Smith  

   A general priesthood retreat had been planned for the month of February in Kenya. Brother Doug Smith  from 
the Lexington Restoration Branch and I were the invited ministers, and Adam Mundy also assisted in m any good 
ways. I had been looking forward to a return trip to Kenya since my visit three years earlier.  
   Over 50 brothers participated, mainly from Kenya, but also from Uganda, Rwanda and Tanzania. It is a  blessing 
that priesthood from those four countries can have worship experiences together. It gives them the u nderstanding 
that the church is larger than just their individual branches or any single country.  
   We gathered on Friday morning and concluded about noon on Monday. The retreat was held at a governme nt 
facility designed to hold meetings and conferences such as this. We had the grounds to ourselves, wh ich brought 
many advantages in that we could control our environment.  Due to the fact that this retreat was clo se to Lake 
Victoria and almost on the equator, it was hot, but we held classes morning, afternoon, and night.  By mid -
morning we found ourselves taking chairs from the meeting room and sitting out under large shade tre es where 
most of the time there was a slight breeze. We thanked God for the shade and breeze many times.  Whi le a num-
ber speak English, all of the classes and worship services were verbally translated.  
   Many classes were shared during the three days.  Two of several classes that Brother Doug Smith prov ided were 
of special note: one on the “Marriage Covenant” and the other on “Stewardship.” When I asked him how  many 
times he had been to Kenya, he said this was his 30 th  trip.  What a good example of steadfast work for the Lord!  
   One of the classes I was able to provide was on the role of the priesthood office of Teacher.  More priesthood 
members hold the office of Teacher than any other in Kenya.  In fact, a number of their branches hav e Teachers as 
pastors. On two evenings, I gave PowerPoint presentations on the archaeology of The Book of Mormon.  
   I was asked to bring the message for the Sunday morning Sacrament service, and again in the afternoo n for the 
ordination service.  That afternoon thirteen men were ordained; some had been called to new offices and for others 
this was their initial call.  I found myself participating, and yet, being very aware of the surroun dings as we sat 
outdoors under a large shade tree. God’s Spirit touched me and made me aware that the Lord was pleas ed with 
these ordinations. I can only describe it as having a sense of joy, that same joy that Lehi describe s when he wrote, 
“Men are that they might have joy.” I knew that God was witnessing to me that He had truly called th ese men. 
That helped me better understand how they would make a real difference in the lives of their people.  
   After the Priesthood retreat there was time to visit in individual homes, as well as one of the smal l branches in 
the Kisumu area. One of the families was the parents of Elder Tom Okeyo.  They live on a small plate au above the 
big valley that ends at the edge of Lake Victoria.  As all rural Kenyans, they are very dependent on  what they grow 
for their livelihood.  I had visited them on my previous trip to Kenya and was looking forward to se eing them again.  
As always, when we entered the home, the mother asked us to pause and she asked a blessing, even bef ore we 
greeted each other and sat down. Whenever a visitor comes, extended family and neighbors show up too , so pretty 
soon we had a small gathering.   
   And, as always, they provide a meal.  Kitchens are often unattached small buildings where they prepa re the food 

over an open fire.  The meal was great, and by that time of the day I 
was hungry.  After the meal we moved chairs out under a big shade 
tree and visited.  
   While they spoke some English, most of our conversation was 
translated by Tom.  I asked them about The Book of Mormon.  They 
know some of its teachings, but they have nothing, NOTHING to read 
in their local language from its pages.  So we talked about the peo-
ples of The Book of Mormon, their journeys, their history. I wanted to 
share that the book is real history of real people in places we can 
identify today.  Again the Lord blessed us with His good spirit.  One 
of the outcomes of this visit has become a personal goal to see that a 
few select parts of The Book of Mormon are translated into their local 
language.  I will be seeking others who would like to help with this 
project.  
    Another home I visited was that of Austin and Jane Odicoh.  Aus-
tin was a new member when I was there three years ago, and just 
this past summer Jane was baptized. They are alive in the gospel. 
Austin has held regional and national positions with the government   

Kenyan Church members Tom Okeyo, 
and Pamela and Eric Odida visit with the 
OGRB Saints.  
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Kenyan Saints cont’d, & Baby Blessings  

    

 

 

 

 

 

in Kenya. He is a Teacher in the priesthood and they attend a thriving, growing branch. I spent Satu rday night at 
their home and went to church with them on Sunday morning. The branch met about a half mile from the ir home. 
We walked and came to the small house they rent out in the fields, which they use as a church.  When  it is not the 
rainy season, they meet outside under shade trees.  There were 35 to 40 present. They are looking to  find a small 
plot of land where they can build a church. I truly was blessed by my visit with them.  
   It was also a real blessing to stay in the home of Sam and Judith Agwanda.  They are the parents of Pam Odida.  
They became members of the RLDS Church back in the 1960s. Through being in contact with a good siste r here in 
the States they were the means for the beginning of Restoration Branches in Kenya.  They are dear an d wonderful 
people.  
   My three nights in Nairobi were spent at the home of church member Aggrey Anditi. He is a successful  business-
man - and that says a lot in Kenya.  As I understand, his core business is in computer programming, but, i n addi-
tion, he has developed a store, a garage, a bakery, and a laundry which provides employment for memb ers of his 
extended family.   What a gracious host he was, including his ability to cook. I especially remember  the fish, which 
we ate out on his patio.  
   Our Oak Grove branch paid the expenses of the priesthood retreat, as well as my air ticket.  I also was able to 
take many copies of the Scriptures, which allow priesthood and members alike to have their own copie s of the 
three books. The need continues, and even grows, requiring our ability to respond.  
   We so much appreciate your prayers, and ask your continued help with the missionary budget at Oak Gr ove. 
What we do and how we reach out here locally, as well as far, far away, is making a real difference.   May God con-
tinue to bless us as we continue to struggle to become His people.  

Below right:  Elders Don Cutshall and Bar-
ent Eliason bless Bryer Clayton Eliason.  

Left:  Elders 
Barent  
Eliason and 
Don  
Cutshall 
bless Briggs 
Colby  
Eliason.  

Left:  Eric and Cory Eliason with their sons, Briggs 
and Bryer.  
Below left:  Elders Ed Story and Jared Smith bless 
Michael Dylan Story, son of Travis and Lori Story.  
Below right:  John Hampton, father of Lori Story, 
holds Michael, while Lori and Travis hold Briggs and 
Bryer.  
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Why is Baptism Important?  
by Priest Ray Buckwalter  

Youth Corner  

 
    “How has baptism made a difference in your life?” I asked this question to several children who were  recently 
baptized.  
   Here are their responses:  
 Claudia Doubledee - It has helped me make good decisions.  
 Jordan Durham - I think more about Jesus. I tell Daddy not to forget to read at night.  
 Adam Edwards - I have a bigger family now.  
 Abbey English - I get to take Communion.  
 Olivia English - I pray more.  
 Mariah Hallier - I pray more. I do more good things.  
 Benjamin Hedrick - I prayed for the healing of my stuffy nose.  
 Ethan Hill - I like being a member of the church and I like the Holy Ghost being with me.  
 Josh Smith - By trying to do more good things and hanging out with friends more often.  
 Lauryn Smith - By praying more and being more obedient.  
 Whitney Smith - God has helped me with school work and my relations at school.  
 Addie Turner - I get to take Communion and I feel closer to Jesus. I do more of God’s work. I pray a lot more.  
   It is such a blessing working with little children. They are so eager to work, learn, and respond. T hey are so radi-
ating and pure after receiving the Holy Spirit; the Spirit overwhelmed me as I attempted to hand the m their 
Church Member’s Manuals.  
   Is baptism important? Yes; so important that Jesus asked John to baptize Him in Matthew 3:43. Paul r eminds 
us in Ephesians 5:4 that there is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism. Jesus even re -emphasized its importance 
to His disciples just before going up into heaven.  
 

 

Oak Grove Restoration Branch 2010 Graduates  
by Phillip Freeze  

                          
 

                                 Zac Noga 

 
   Zac Noga  will graduate from CPRS on May 22, 2010.  
   Zac plans to enlist in the Marine Corps or Air Force upon graduation. He will pursue a 
degree in Psychology.  
   While in school, Zac participated in soccer and school musicals. His favorite memory 
from school is spending time with friends.  
 

               
              Milana Freeze 

 
   Milana Freeze  will graduate from CPRS on May 22, 2010.  
   Milana plans to attend Blue River Community College for two years and then transfer to 
UMKC, while pursuing a degree in Dental Hygiene.  
   While in school, Milana participated in Varsity Volleyball, three years of club volleyball, 
two years of soccer, Aces Primo (a medical program), 300 hours of volunteer work, and 
three years of stage crew.  
   Milana’s favorite memory is going to volleyball tournaments.  
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               Audrey Horn 

 
   Audrey Horn will graduate from CPRS on May 22, 2010.  
   Audrey plans to attend UMKC and major in Vocal Performance. Following her bache-
lors degree, she plans to pursue masters and doctorate degrees, so she can teach at the 
high school or college level. She hopes to perform in operas and musicals.  
   Audrey would also like to bring ministry to people through her music and have a fam-
ily someday.  
   While in school, Audrey participated in seven musicals, two operas a the Lyric Opera 
of Kansas City, six years of voice lessons, the High School Honors Artists of the Kansas 
City Lyric Opera, and showed and trained Arabian horses.  
   Audrey’s favorite memories include the times she spent on trips and outings with her 
class. She also laughs at the time she hid in her math teacher’s podium for fifteen min-
utes while he taught class, than popped out and scared him so bad that he jumped two 
feet back, screaming.  

                
                                     Jacob Durham 
 
   Jacob Durham  will graduate from Oak Grove High School on May 22, 2010.  
   Jacob plans to attend Longview Community College and pursue a degree in computers.  
   While in school, Jacob participated in several sports and choirs. His favorite memory 
from school is scoring above average on the Missouri Assessment tests.  
   In his free time, Jacob likes to play basketball and watch movies.  
 

                                   
               Jordan Gowan 
 
   Jordan Gowan  will graduate from CPRS on May 22, 2010.  
   Jordan plans to pursue a degree in either Occupational or Physical Therapy or Speech 
Pathology. After earning her bachelors degree, Jordan plans to receive her masters degree 
from the University of Missouri - Columbia.       
   While in school, Jordan participated in Chamber Choir, school plays and musicals, Drill 
Team, and Zion’s League.  
   Jordan’s favorite memory is that CPRS became like a second home to her. She espe-
cially enjoyed the love and friendliness of everyone in the school. It changed her for the 
better and the memories will always stay with her.  
     

 

                  Molly Postlethwait 
 
   Molly Postlethwait  will graduate from Fort Osage High School on May 18, 2010.  
   Molly is an extremely talented and accomplished ballerina and plans to pursue a career 
in ballet upon graduation.  
   While in school, Molly participated in musicals, choir, and ballet.  

2010 OGRB Graduates  
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                              Family  Don’t Feud!  
by Mindy Smith  

 
   Fun and Fellowship sponsored a Family "Don't Feud" Night at the church on Fri-
day evening, March 19th.  Over 50 people attended this event.   
   David and Kathy Gilmore, from the Colbern Road congregation, came  and ran the 
game for us.  David and his father had done surveys related to the scriptures and 
the questions reflected  people's answers from these surveys.    

   The game ran just like the popular TV game show "Family 
Feud." We played the guys against the ladies and the men 
came out ahead with a few more points.  Even the kids got 
to be involved towards the latter end of the game.   
   Pizza and drinks were provided and others brought salads and desserts.  It was  a fun 
evening of fellowship!!    

 

    

Fun & Fellowship at OGRB  
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Getting to Know You...  

Getting to Know: The Jared Mulheron’s  
by Mindy Mulheron  

 
   Jared and Katie Mulheron were married  on May 5, 2007. They have a 
1 year old son, Brice Jared, and a new addition due in September.   
   Jared is a third generation member of the Oak Grove Restoration 
Branch and serves as a Teacher in the Restored priesthood. Prior to 
meeting Jared, Katie attended the South Crysler Restoration Branch 
with her parents.  
   Jared graduated from Wellington -Napoleon High School in 2004, 
where he was extremely successful in athletics. He received numerous 
athletic scholarship offers, and finally signed with Graceland University 
where he played Varsity football and basketball for the Yellowjackets. 
Jared is the son of Jim and Debbie Mulheron, the third of their four 
children.  
   Katie graduated from CPRS in 2005, and attended Southwest Mis-
souri State University. Katie is the daughter of Duane and Susan Sim-
mons, the second of their three daughters.  
   Jared and Katie met at the Central Missouri Older Youth Camp at 
Odessa Hills Campground in May of 2006. They were introduced by a 

mutual friend, Andrew Dun-
ning. While at camp, Jared and 
Katie quickly became good 
friends.  
   Immediately following the conclusion of the camp, Katie joined her fam-
ily for vacation but kept in contact with Jared during her absence. In fact, 
they talked so much, her normal telephone bill increased by over $100. 
When she returned, they began dating exclusively. On their first date, they 
ate at On the Border and went to see “Over the Hedge.”  
   Jared proposed on October 17, 2006, at the campgrounds where they 
had first met, and Katie said yes. This date was especially significant be-
cause Jared’s dad proposed to Jared’s mom on that exact date twenty -six 
years earlier.  
   Jared works full -time as a Patient -Care Technician at Saint Luke’s East 
Hospital in Lees Summit, MO, and is also pursuing his Nursing degree 
through Graceland University. Jared’s hobbies include playing with Brice, 
athletics, and tinkering around in Dad’s shop.  
   Katie is a stay at home wife and mother. She likes to bake and wants to 
raise three good kids. 
She’d also love to help in 
their classrooms some-
day.  
   Brice is an extremely 
happy child and is cur-

rently crawling wherever he wants to go. He loves to wave and 
smile at everyone, and chatters constantly. Brice has mastered 
the art of standing up and exploring whatever he can get his 
hands on. He is also learning to walk and has six teeth so far. 
Brice loves ice cream and cheese. Jared and Katie’s favorite thing 
about being parents is the free entertainment!  
   Jared, Katie, and Brice currently reside in an apartment in In-
dependence, MO, but dream of owning property and building 
their own home in the future.  
   They attend the Oak Grove Restoration Branch because it’s 
home.                        
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   I wanted to share one of the testimonies I shared on a Wednes-
day night.  I hope you understand why I wanted to share this 
again.  
   Several weeks ago a friend of Milana’s came to stay with us for 
awhile.  I was unsure what to do with her while we went on a 
spring break trip with my parents.  When my dad found out Jes-
sica, Milana’s friend, was going to be with us during spring break 
he asked if we were taking her on the trip.  I quickly told him 
there was no way we could afford it.  We wouldn’t be going our-
selves except we only had to pay for one plane ticket, and we were 
going to stay at my cousin’s house.  We had already bought our 
tickets for Universal Studios and were planning on volunteering 
so we could go to Disney Land for free.  The amount needed for 
another person would be out of our budget.  
   My dad replied, “Well you should pray about it.  If God wants 
her to go he will take care of it.”  After my dad left I almost 
laughed out loud.  Why would I pray for Jessica to go to Califor-
nia?  What would God do, send me a check in an envelope that said:  “Money for Jessica to go to Cali fornia.”  
This seemed infeasible to me and I am embarrassed to say I didn’t even pray.  
   Early the next week, someone came to me and told me that there might be a way to help with some expe nses 
for Jessica.  It seemed unlikely but I went ahead and checked on getting the spring break trip paid for. Within 
two days I had a check in my mailbox for Jessica to go on the trip with us.  As I stood there holdin g it I felt like I 
was looking at a note that said: “Money for Jessica to go to California ~ Love God.”  I knew that Go d had sent the 
money for Jessica to go to California even without my prayers.  When I told Jessica about the trip, I made sure 
she knew that God had provided the money and that he loved and cared enough about her to give her th at gift.  
   What did I learn from this testimony? First, that God cares about the small things as well as the bi g things in 
our lives.  Second, God is into details.  He knows how to pull things together.  He is the ultimate event planner.  
Third, I am trying to learn to pray over all areas of my life not just the ones that I think God wan ts to work in.  
Last, but not least, I again learned an old familiar lesson: you should listen to your parents!  
 
  

 


