
Zion’s Path  

Inside this issue:  

Church of  Jesus Christ  
Oak Grove Restoration Branch  

 
 

by Elder Ron Lidberg, Pastorate  
 

Find Liberty and Live Free  
 

 By the time you find yourself reading this article, our na-
tion will have celebrated its 234 th  birthday.  On July 4, 1776, rep-

resentatives of the Continental Congress adopted the United States Declaration 
of Independence; and though the words were written long ago, one particular 
phrase still rings true today: “ We hold these truths to be self -evident, that all men 
are created equal , that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty  and the pursuit of Happiness .” 

As I reflect upon these words and what they mean to me today, my mind is drawn to the Book of Mor-
mon and the words of Lehi whom the Lord God led out of Jerusalem to this land of promise more than t wo mil-
lennia earlier. In the first chapter of the Second Book of Nephi, Lehi testifies of God’s covenant w ith him that 
this land should be a land of inheritance for him and his seed forever and “also all those who shoul d be led out 
of other countries, by the hand of the Lord.”  Lehi went on to prophesy “that there shall none come into this 
land, save they shall be brought by the hand of the Lord. Wherefore, this land is consecrated unto H im whom He 
shall bring.”   

However, Lehi’s prophecy does not end there.  A conditional promise was specifically given regarding  
those whom the Lord would bring out of the land of Jerusalem to this land; “And if it so be that the y shall serve 
Him according to the commandments, which He hath given, it shall be a land of liberty  unto them; Wherefore, 
they shall never be brought down into captivity; if so, it shall be because of iniquity; For if iniq uity shall abound, 
cursed shall be the land for their sakes; But unto the righteous, it shall be blessed for ever.”   

Lehi goes on to prophesy that God “…will bring other nations unto them [those led out of Jerusalem],  
and He will give unto them [other nations] power, and He will take away from them the lands of their  posses-
sions, and He will cause them to be scattered and smitten” if they rejected the Holy One of Israel.  Mormon’s 
abridged record of the history of his ancestry and the more recent history of the European nations w ho settled 
on this Promised Land reveals that Lehi’s prophecy was indeed fulfilled but not in the manner for wh ich he so 
dearly longed.  

As citizens of this great nation we are truly blessed to live in “the land of the free.”  For this w onderful 
privilege we have much to be thankful for. Moreover, as members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, restored in these the latter days, we are also privileged to be invited to assist in 
the building up of the New Jerusalem.  Indeed, each one of us should continually be 
seeking ways that we can assist in the establishment of the cause of Zion.   

To that end, we would all do well to remember the counsel Lehi gave to his sons 
before he went on to his eternal reward; “…I desire that ye should remember to observe 
the statutes and the judgments of the Lord.”  Remember, it is to the “righteous” that this 
land is promised to be “blessed for ever.”   

We can see from the annals of history how the liberties that we and our fellow 
countrymen now enjoy are ensured only when we individually and collectively obey the 
laws of God. It is my prayer that, as a branch, we will continue to be faithful, always will-
ing to let our “light shine to all the world,” not to draw attention unto ourselves but to 
glorify our heavenly Father.  As we celebrate our right to “life” and “liberty” in the days 
and weeks ahead, may we always remember to serve our Lord God “according to the com-
mandments which He hath given.”  
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Lectures on Faith   

Examining the Lectures on Faith  
by Karl Anderson  

 In the early days of the Restoration the saints were tried in the fire of affliction, persecuted, dr iven from 
their homes, tormented, tarred and feathered, beaten, and even martyred for their faith.  Not unlike  the prophets 
of old, who confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims in their own lands, these early saints w ere many times 
left with nothing to hold on to but their God, and His son Jesus, the author and finisher of their f aith.  Amidst 
these toils and tribulations, God moved upon the leading men of his church to bring to its priesthoo d and mem-
bership the Lectures on Faith .   These lectures were intended to bring aid to His people, encourage their faith, 
build a strong foundation for trust, and to assist in a latter day restoration, still in its infancy . 
 The Apostle Paul tells us in the Hebrew letter, “But without faith it is impossible  to please Him; for he that 
cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” ( Hebrews  
11:6).  This principle comes to us in the opening verses of the biblical chapter commonly referred t o as the great 
Hall of Faith, and is intricately woven into the texture of the Lectures on Faith, otherwise known a s the Lectures of 
Faith, or the Lectures on Theology.  From April 1833 through March of 1836, as indicated in the Mill ennial Star, 
many of the leading men of the church studied and attended classes based on this theology which was,  at least in 
part, used as curriculum for the school of the prophets.  It has even been suggested by some early w riters that the 
elder’s were asked to commit some portions of this work to memory.  
 The School of the prophets was called forth and organized by revelation and commandment, and counsel  
given, as found in selected portions of the Doctrine and Covenants sections 85, 87, and 92, for exam ple.   The 
Messenger and Advocate records that the Kirtland High Council, lead by Elder John Smith, accepted th is work as 
“profitable for doctrine” and acknowledged it by unanimous vote as the doctrine of their faith.  In Church History 
(Volume 1, Chapter 21:539) Joseph includes the following notation, "During the month of January, I w as engaged 
in the school of the elders, and in preparing the Lectures on Theology for publication in the Book o f Doctrine and 
Covenants, which the committee appointed last September we’re now compiling. “  Church history also indicates 
that Joseph Smith, Jr., Sidney Rigdon, Oliver Cowdery, and F. G. Williams were appointed to this com mittee with 
the task of arranging the doctrine and revelations given to the church in a Book of Commandments (Ch urch His-
tory Volume 1, Chapter 19:523).  However, during the printing of the Book of Commandments, the press  in Inde-
pendence was destroyed.  

There are a total of seven lectures that were treated in the printing of Lectures on Faith, and a br ief synop-
sis of each is given as follows:  

 
Lecture 1 - Faith being the first principle in revealed religion, and the foundation of all righteous  ness 
Lecture 2 - Faith, and the object on which it rests  
Lecture 3 - The character of God necessary to the exercise of faith in him unto life and salvation  
Lecture 4 -The existence of his attributes enable the minds of men to exercise faith in him, and  

  through the exercise of faith in him, they may lay hold upon eternal life  
Lecture 5 - The importance of the Godhead (the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)  
Lecture 6 - An actual knowledge to any person that the course of life which he pursues is accord -

  ing to the will of God, is essentially necessary to enable him to have that confidence in God, 
  without which no person can obtain eternal life  

Lecture 7 - The effects of Faith  
 

 Owing to a sense of urgency in these last days, knowing of the tremendous prophetic sequence which i s 
yet before us, it should serve us well, as priesthood and membership alike, to entertain an exhausti ve and prayer-
ful study of these lectures.  From the great hall of faith, we learn that “the elders received a goo d report” (Hebrews 
11:6).  
 

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God...by faith Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent sacrifice…By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because 
God had translated him; for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God… By faith Moses, 
when he was come to years of discretion, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season… Esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; … And what shall I say more…of the prophets; Who, through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions… Quenched the  
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Lectures on Faith cont’d, & the Freeze Point  

  The Freeze Point  
by Susan Freeze  

 
When I attend a wedding at Oak Grove I always feel like I should sit up with the family. Now I hope this 

doesn’t alarm you, because I have never bumped anyone’s grandma out of her seat. After the first wed ding, I 
evaluated why I felt like I should be on the family row.   It was then I realized I feel this way because I am a part of 
this very big family - Oak Grove Restoration Branch.   Of course, you know that you are my church family but I 
really think it is deeper than that.  

 As I have continued to contemplate this, I thought about the hours we spend as a congregation. If I took 
the time to add it up, it might be the same or more than I spend with biological relatives - like my sisters. Even 
though Flip and I are very close to our families and blessed to have them near, we don’t usually see  them as often 
as we attend church. When Mindy Mulheron and I talked about this article I thought she put it very w ell, 
“Wednesday nights are like family reunions.”  

Flip and I have often talked about how blessed we feel to be a part of Oak Grove.   What a blessing for our 
children to grow up with such a great church family. For some in the congregation that live far from  their family or 
are estranged, we at Oak Grove are their families.   No wonder I feel like I have all this extended family. Then it 
goes a step farther: a part of me is in San Diego with Josh Smith and in Germany with the Thomas fam ily.   I felt 
such relief when Jared and Mindy returned from Taiwan. I have felt great sadness when we have lost l oved ones in 
the congregation.   Then great joy seeing your sons and daughters come home from college, or your children bap-
tized and the babies blessed.   When I look at the pictures on the bulletin board I feel like I am looking at a family 
album.     

This feeling of family means even more to me when Flip leaves the country. I feel your concern for h is 
safety and also for me and the girls while he is away.   I truly believe the concern you have for him is the same you 
would have for a son, a brother, or an uncle.   I can see it in your faces when you ask about him. I also see the 
great relief and joy you show when he comes returns home.  

I would pray that we all realize the treasure that we possess in each other.   We need to be able to share 
our joys and sorrows with this extended family.   For some, this may mean letting one of your 
brothers or sisters know you have a need.   It means taking down barriers and letting oth-
ers inside. It also means we need to be prepared to bear each others burdens.  It tells us in 
Galations 6:2,  “ Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  

I love all of you very much and want to tell you that when I count my blessings, I count 
you twice.  

violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword… 

Woman received their dead raised to life again; and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that 
they might obtain the first resurrection; And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, 
moreover of bonds and imprisonment…They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, 
were slain with the sword…And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the 
promises…God having provided some better things for them through their sufferings, for without suffer-
ings they could not be made perfect. (Hebrews 11 selected). 

 And so we see the great call of men to live by faith, “Looking unto Jesus the au-
thor and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him  endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.” (Hebrews 12:2)  If we are to endure in our day, God being no respecter of persons, 
we should consider ourselves unworthy the prize of a place at the right hand of God’s 
throne, if we like them, are not made partakers of His suffering.   It is my belief that the 

Lectures on Faith will greatly assist the saints in their warfare in these last days, if they will s tudy them and give 
them to prayerful consideration and fasting.  
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Promotion Sunday  
by Mindy  Smith  

Youth Corner  

 On June 13, 2010, the Sunday School Program sponsored Promotion Sunday. 
All Sunday School participants were awarded certificates as they completed their cur-
rent class and graduated on to their new class.  
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Ordinances & The Importance of Greeting  

The Importance of  Greeting  
by Deacon Bill Green  

 
 While preparing for a recent sermon, it was made known to me that I needed to talk about the importa nce 
of the congregation getting to know each other better. We need to know about each other’s lives, wha t is important 
to them, and important dates in their lives.  We should care enough that if someone is absent from s ervices to ei-
ther call them up or go to visit to find out if anything is wrong that we could help with. We should  care enough to 
be there when they are hurting, and if nothing else, offer a shoulder to cry on. When triumphs happe n, we should 
be there helping them celebrate. We should be aware of traumatic dates in their lives and not allow them to suffer 
alone. We should be visiting those in the hospital, in a care facility or are unable to leave their home.  If anyone is 
living alone, we should make an effort to call and visit to let them know they are not alone and som eone cares. 
Loneliness can do strange things to people. It can make you start questioning if anybody even cares that you exist. 
You start wondering if your life has any value to anyone. One call can brighten their day and help t hem realize 
they are still an important person. We should always be ready and willing to offer any support that might be 
needed and we shouldn’t have to wait to be asked. Offer to cut the grass, shovel snow, or give assis tance that 
might be needed by our elderly and widows. We should be doing this with the love of Christ in our he arts, and not 
because of praise that is sent our way.    
  One visible way we can show this love for each other is in the way we greet each other at church. No  one 
should ever come to our services and go away without someone greeting them and talking to them.  If you should 
see anyone you do not know, go over to them and smile, shake their hand, and let them know you are g lad they 
are here. I can tell you from personal experience how important this is. When I started coming to th is branch, I 
was trying to find my way back to God. I was terribly insecure and would never seek out anyone else to talk to. A 
few people here took the time to come up to me and welcome me. They offered a handshake and a smile.  This was 
not something I had experienced at the other churches I had visited. It encouraged me to come back; and the next 
week they greeted me again and even remembered my name. This made a tremendous difference in my life  and let 
me think that maybe I had found a home to worship in.     
 Another important tool we have available to us is the storehouse. If we used it the way it was meant , we 
could take our surplus and make it available to those in need. This is an important resource to let each other 
know when something is needed to be done or to let others know that you have a skill that could come  in handy. 
Scripture says that Zion will come when the people are of one heart and one mind. We will never get there if we do 
not take the time to know, understand, and love each other.  

Above left: Gwen Walker is con-
firmed a member of the church 
by Elders Mel Doubledee and 
Danny Hight.  
Above: Gwen is baptized by 
Elder Mel Doubledee.  Above: Heidi Lynne Lidberg is blessed by her 

grandfathers, Elder Ron Lidberg and High 
Priest Steve Bohall.  



Page 6 Zion’s Path  

                                  Church Members Re -furbish Cabin #5  
by Mindy Mulheron  

  
 Over Memorial Day weekend, several OGRB members headed out to the campgrounds to give Cabin #5 a 
much needed facelift. Over the course of the weekend, church members tirelessly worked to make the n ecessary 
improvements, including: re -painting the cabin inside and out, adding a porch, installing new lights inside the 
cabin, installing new doors and windows, and re -finishing the floor. (Be sure to ask Nancy Green why there’s a 
flamingo in front of the cabin!)    

 

OGRB @ Odessa Hills Campground  
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A Tribute to Mothers and Fathers  

 
A Virtuous Woman  

by Louise Gregson  
 
 The virtuous woman of Proverbs 31:1 is exalted by her husband, those in her house-
hold, and by those in the business world. Her strength and valor stem from daily practice of 
moral duties and from sincere love for God and His laws: this is virtue and religion.  
 Strength and honor are her clothing and she speaks with wisdom and kindness, She is 
industrious in her home and in the marketplace. Her children and her husband call her 
blessed.  
 Most every daughter would say that her mother is or was the best mother ever. My rec-
ollections portray my mother as being a virtuous woman, the best and the dearest mother to 
me. She loved the Lord with all her might, mind, soul, and heart. She loved her husband and 
her eight children dearly: but for me, her desire was that I should study the three books of the 

church in which God’s laws are found, that through my study of the Scriptures, others would be bless ed. 
 Her desires for me were of an eternal natures; she was storing up heavenly treasures. At age 53 she became an 
amputee, but never complained. With dimming eyesight, she studied the Scriptures daily with the aid of a magni-
fying glass. She bore her afflictions cheerfully and brought joy, hope, and faith to those who came to visit her.  
 Though confined in a wheelchair, she was active in her food preparation and baked her whole wheat br ead 
once a week and tended her flower garden. Her greatest enjoyment was corresponding with fifty mother s on the 
mainland whose military sons were stationed in Hawaii. Their families were thrilled to receive news of their sons 
and to know that they had a home away from home at Mama Directo’s place in Wahiawa, Oahu, Hawaii. Ma ma’s 
heart was big and full of ALOHA.  

 
       

 
A Godly Man  

by Evangelist Patriarch Mike Ballantyne  
 
 As I write these words concerning fatherhood, my thoughts turn quickly to our Heavenly Father and Hi s for-
giveness and patience with me, a sinful and selfish child.  
 Then my thoughts turn to my earthly father, Joe Ballantyne.  He was about 24 years old when I was bo rn and 
I lived with my parents and sisters until I was 18 and he was 42. At that time I married and moved a way.  Eight-
een years later he died at the age of 60.  Doctors assumed it was a heart attack.   
 During the years I lived with my parents, my daddy’s influence and impact on my life was profound.  I never 
heard him raise his voice in anger.  His patience with me and others was his way of life.  He would never criticize 
or condemn anyone but always defended the underdog or anyone who received criticism from others.  My  parents 
loved children and had several foster children over the years.  They both became schoolteachers and loved their 
students.  I never heard words of condemnation from my daddy and, even as a small boy, I knew he lov ed me.  My 
only fear was that somehow I might disappoint him.    
 I worked hard to please him so he would not be ashamed of me.  Church was most important to him and he 
was a faithful servant to the end.  A year or so after his death mother gave me his library books an d papers.  I 
found notes regarding his preparations for his last sermon, which was delivered the week before his death.   
 As I grew older and perhaps more mature, I quickly realized that my daddy and my heavenly Father are  excel-
lent teachers.  

Our heavenly Father never raises his voice in anger.  
His patience is eternal and He condemns no one.  
I know He loves all His children.  
I never hear words of criticism from Him and even as an old man, I know He loves me.  
His Church and people are most important to Him and He is faithful to them to the 

end.  
 My only fear is that I may disappoint my heavenly Father.  I will work harder to please 
Him so that I won’t be ashamed in His presence.  I have been greatly blessed.  To whom 
much is given, much is also required.  
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VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL:  
August 2nd - 6th  

9am - Noon  

Worship Times:             Communion                                                              

                                                       (1st Sunday)  

Sunday Early Worship  9:00AM  9:00AM  

Sunday School  9:15AM  9:15AM  

Sunday AM Worship  10:30AM  11:00AM  

Sunday PM Worship  6:30PM   

Wednesday PM —   
Prayer and Testimony  

7:00PM  

 

 

Prayer Service 
(Sacrament Sunday   
only)  

 10:15AM  

www.ogrb.org  

Make plans now to attend  
Vacation Church School!  
 

 This year’s Vacation Church School will be held 

August 2nd - 6th, 9am - noon, at the church.  

 The week will conclude with a pool party at the 

Oak Grove Pool on August 6th, 6:30 - 8:30pm.  

 If you are able to volunteer to assist in any way, 

please contact Synthia DeBarthe.  
 

                 
 
 
                            Our theme is  

“Draw Water from the Wells of Salvation.”  
 

    Come Learn With Us!  
  

 

Did you know that you can watch our services online?! Go to http://www.ustream.tv/channel/oak -grove-restoration  

 


