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“Take Up Your Cross”  
   “Then Jesus beholding him, loved him, and said unto 
him, One thing thou lackest; Go thy way, sell whatso-
ever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven ; and come , take up the 
cross, and follow Me . And the man was sad at that 
saying, and went away grieved; for he had great posses-
sions.” (Mark 10:19 -21) 
    The rich young ruler for some reason could not 
find it within himself to deny himself of his possessions. While he was committed to 

fulfilling the legal requirements of his faith and culture, he was not willing to give all and respo nd to Christ’s 
invitation to come, take up the cross, and follow Him.  
   From an arm chair vantage point, we look at this young man with some degree of judgment. However, be fore 
we become too self -righteous we ought to reflect on why he responded the way he did, and reflect on our own 
response to Christ’s invitation.  
   Today, the phrase to take up your cross has been sanitized, and to some degree romanticized to symbolically 
mean carrying burdens and other forms of suffering for Christ’s sake. While this understanding is tr ue in part, 
it does not reflect the full understanding of what our Lord intended.  
   In Jesus’ day, to take up your cross meant but one thing - to die a horrible death. The people in Christ’ time 
were well acquainted with the Roman practice of crucifixion, and thus would have understood that Jes us was 
not asking the young ruler to simply give up his life style, but was in fact asking him to give his life for his 
cause, even if that meant dying for it.  
   Most of the times that Jesus called His followers to take up their cross, He clarified what He meant  by saying, 
“For whosoever will save his life, must be willing to lose it for My sake; and whosoever will be wil ling to lose his 
life for My sake, the same shall save it.” Luke 9:24)  
   To deny ourselves then, is not simply about giving up our worldly lusts and ways, but is about denyi ng “self.” 
Enduring the cross is not just about bearing pain and agony and suffering, but it is about dying to self, it’s 
about crucifying self. We are called to pick up the cross and to lay down our lives, so that Christ may live in us.  
   The apostle Paul conveys this understanding when he states, “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheles s I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith o f the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Galations 2:20)  
   Christ called the rich young ruler to come, and follow Him, and He calls each of us to do the same. To follow 
Christ means to follow in His footsteps.  
   In Philippians 2 we find Christ denying self. Though Christ, in the form of God was equal with Him, He willing 
took upon himself the form of a servant and was made in our likeness. He made himself of no reputati on. He 
denied himself of all the power, honor and glory that is rightfully His.  
   He humbled himself, and assumed the position of one who was created. He wasn’t compelled to do this – but 
did so willingly – otherwise it would not have been an act of humility. Through this willful denial of “self,” Christ 
demonstrated  perfect humility . 
   In this humble state, Christ chose God’s way, “And He became obedient unto death,” even the death of  the 
cross. He willingly placed His will in submission to the Fathers’. Not as a slave was Christ obedien t, but as a son 
who loves His father. In this, He showed perfect obedience . 
   Through His humility and obedience, Christ honored the Father and demonstrated His love for Him and for 
us. Because of the highness of His station and the lowliness of His condition, no one has ever honor ed God 
more.  
(cont’d on page 5…)  
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Question Time  

Why is Financial Stewardship Important?  
by Mike Lidberg, Branch Treasurer  

   Financial stewardship is our responsibility to use the monetary blessings God grants us in the best ways possi-
ble.  Financial planning plays an important part in helping us become better stewards.  You have pro bably heard 
the saying, “A failure to plan is a plan for failure” and this surely rings true when it comes to fi nancial planning.  
   The most basic form of financial planning is a budget.  As a branch we have just voted on and approv ed the 
2010 budget.  We do this not only as a tradition, but because we see the importance of being good st ewards over 
the branch’s finances. Some of the same methods that were used to create the branch’s budget can be applied to 
creating your own personal budget.   
   When we began creating the church’s budget, we first estimated the level of income we expect to rece ive next 
year.  Contributions vary from year to year, so we looked at averages and giving trends from previou s years to cal-
culate expected income.  
   When you create your budget, you must also estimate how much money you will bring in.  If you have a  regular 
paycheck, it should be fairly simple to calculate.  If your income is irregular, it may require a li ttle more time and 
planning to determine an accurate figure. You may not know the exact amount, but the key is to be as  close as 
possible.  
   We next had to estimate our branch’s expected expenditures.  Many of our expenses are very regular, such as 
the monthly bills, and are easy to plan for.  Some of our expenses are not as regular as bills, but we anticipate and 
plan for them. We met with the department heads, 
and they provided a list of their anticipated expenses 
for the coming year.  Unknown expenses also need 
to be planned for, such as oblation needs.  We know 
these needs will arise, we just don’t know when or 
how much.  These expenses are just as important to 
include in a budget as the regular expenses.  
   Your budget needs to account for regular bills, like 
utilities and groceries, anticipated expenses like re-
placing tires or taking a vacation, and unknown ex-
penses, like a surprise car or housing repair.  It may 
be easier for you to break the year up into one 
month segments to estimate your expenses.   
   As a branch we have always proposed a balanced 
budget, which means our expenses need to be less 
than or equal to our expected income.  Finding this 
balance is critical for personal budgets as well.  It is 
not always easy to accomplish because needs and 
wants can often outweigh income.  Keeping the 
budget in balance often requires adjustments to 
your spending. You must have a true understanding 
of how much income you have and commit to spend-
ing within the boundaries of your budget.   
   Record keeping will help in the formulating and 
maintaining of budgets.  Good record keeping came 
in very useful when we created the branch’s 2010 
budget.  You may not have detailed records for your 
current personal finances, but now is a good time to 
start so your budgeting will be simplified in the fu-
ture.   
   God wants us to be wise stewards over all that He 
has blessed us with. Being wise with our monetary 
blessings is only one part, but an important part of 
that stewardship. If you would like help creating a 
personal budget, the treasury department would be 
glad to help.  

 

Baptism and Confirmation  

Left: Ethan Hill is  
baptized by his  
father, Priest Craig 
Hill.  

Right: Ethan is  
confirmed by 
his grandfa-
ther, Elder Bill 
Jones, and 
great uncle, 
Tim Thomas.  
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Gathering and Greeting  

What is the Gathering and Greeting Committee?  
by Eric English  

   This year, Sarah and I decided to step down from the Gathering 
and Greeting committee so that others could have an opportunity 
to serve on it.   As a parting request, we were asked to briefly write 
about our experience on the committee.   Here we go, and I hope 
that this comes across as a commercial, because I would love to 
sell everyone on a desire to serve on this committee at some point 
in the future.  
   I can’t remember exactly when we first started serving on the 
committee.   I think it was probably 2003 or 2004.   The old adage is 
true that time flies when you’re having fun and fun was one of the 
most important parts of being a part of the G&G committee.   We would meet once a month or sometimes every 
other month and nearly always in someone’s home.   It made for a very intimate setting and the folks on the com-
mittee were able to grow closer together (I would liken it to what you can experience in a Spiritual  Stewardship 
Group).   We always asked God for his direction and leading in what we worked on.   And our meetings always 
ended with dessert that we rotated the responsibility for (another element of fun).  
   Our primary responsibility, as a committee, centered around publication of the branch newsletter tha t was 
started in November 2005 and most of our meetings were focused on planning out the articles and who would 
write them or spent in packaging up the newsletters for mailing.   Going through this exercise every other month 
helped to enhance our involvement in church activities, our personal investment in knowing what was going on at 
Oak Grove, and our relationships with others as we sought to involve as many people as possible in c ontributing 
to the content of the newsletter.  
   The newsletter certainly wasn’t the end of it though, but rather the beginning.   Our committee took an active 
role in working to enhance the content on the church website, to improve some of the communication m ethods of 
the branch (like the email list), in teaching an adult Sunday school class on Gathering and Greeting  concepts (in 
2005/2006), in conducting branch surveys on various issues, and in leading the Living Storehouse.  
   Probably the greatest benefit for me personally, in serving on this committee, was a deepening commi tment to 
our congregation and a deeper relationship with those who I was privileged to serve with.   And I must admit that I 
really like dessert, so that was a plus as well.   I will look back fondly on our years in this committee and would 
encourage others to consider serving on it in the future.  

Freeze Point: cont’d from page 8...  
   Evidently my great grandfather, Clarence Martin, had looked at life with an eternal perspective afte r he had an 
experience showing him the impact of his decisions.   Something happened at church that had upset him. (As the 
story was handed down and the testimony given, what happened at church wasn’t the important part.)   He went 
home that Sunday and told his wife, Alma, he wasn’t going back to church and she wasn’t to go or tak e the chil-
dren either.   She immediately started praying. As the weeks went by she prayed and fasted.   She tried to talk to 
Clarence about it several times and he would just say he wasn’t going back to church.  She prayed and fasted 
more.   More than a month passed while she continued to pray.  
   Finally, one Saturday night, she brought up the matter of going to church again.   He was very angry and told 
her, “I am not going back; don’t talk to me about this again.”   Alma turned again in mighty prayer to the Lord that 
night.  In the middle of the night, Clarence was awakened and he sat up in bed.   He didn’t know why he was 
awakened and sat there to see if he could figure out what woke him up.   As he was sitting there he could see down 
the hallway.   Before he lay back down, he saw an extremely handsome man dressed in all black walk through the 
front door without opening the door.   The man walked down the hall and stood outside of the children’s rooms and 
rubbed his hands together with anticipation and laughed as he said, “They are mine; they are all min e.”  Then the 
man walked through the wall and disappeared.   When Alma woke up the next morning she found her husband 
completely dressed ready to go to church.   He told her to get the children ready for church.   
   One of his daughters was my grandmother.   She was raised in the church and faithful to the end.   When I think 
about this experience I am sure that the personage was referring to more than just the children in t hat house.   If 
you have an eternal perspective, you can see  he was referring to the generations to come, including my own 
daughters.  I am really glad my great grandfather got an eternal perspective and passed this blessing on to me.  
   As we start this New Year let us each try to look at our lives with an eternal perspective.  




