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(Substance of an inspired message given at the prayer and testimony service Wednesday, October 4, 1989, for the benefit and edification of the 

Oak Grove Saints who were at that time meeting in the Civic Center.) 

You have been wonderfully blessed in the answers to your prayers as described this night. However, 

you must not forget the most important prayer of all—that is for the welfare of the Lord’s Church and its 

freedom from bondage and distress. 

You pray for yourselves and for each other, which is commendable, but the Lord’s Church, His Body, is 

suffering and needs your consecrated and unceasing prayer for its healing. 

Pray in your homes, in your closets, yea, pray without ceasing, even here in your place of meeting and 

worship. Pray that the power of the adversary shall be thwarted and great will be the blessings as the 

Church is freed and able to demonstrate Zion to the world. 

The priesthood is particularly admonished to pray without ceasing. How would we feel if we were in the 

Kirtland Temple and the Lord came in the Second Watch? Could we say, "Lord, here am I, with clean 

hands and heart."? 

You are advised not to make hasty decisions to follow any particular group or person claiming to be 

saviors of the Church, but to ascertain the leadership and call of such claimants through the enlighten-

ment and witnessing testimony of the Holy Spirit, lest you be led astray. 

Remember—pray without ceasing for the Lord’s Church.                          Your servant,   Vivian Sorenson, Seventy 

-----------------------------------------------——————————————————————————----- 

Note from Charlie Booth, Associate Pastor:  

The above inspired counsel shared in 1989 by our brother Vivian is certainly still applicable to the Saints today.  There are many groups and per-

sons who would have us follow their leadership, including those who would have us organize in various ways for various purposes.   

As members of the Church, and especially as members of the larger body of Christ, our first duty is clear.  Repeated four times above is the admo-

nition:  “Pray without ceasing for the Church.” 

In order for those prayers to affect the wider body of the Restoration movement, they must come from Saints with clean hands and hearts.  Our 

prayers must be acts of consecration for that cause, sacred expressions of the deep desire to be one with God and with each other.  With humble 

hearts and contrite spirits, we may rightfully expect the promised blessings of our loving Father in Heaven as we pour out our souls to Him in 

prayer, in the name of Jesus. 

The Church of Jesus Christ, Oak Grove Restoration Branch, has always been actively engaged in the work on many fronts.  It is also known as a 

conservative branch that cautiously listens to those who propose various activities or organizations 

that promote coming together of the Saints.  It has long been our practice to carefully analyze the 

fruits of such efforts and the motives of those proposing them before embracing them.  This practice 

has certainly been influenced by those who have led and counseled us over the years, including 

brother Vivian. 

If we as a people are to be freed from bondage so that Zion may be demonstrated before the world, 

diligent prayer for the Church must be the daily practice of every member.  The Lord waits upon us --- a Father whose patience is remarkable, de-

spite the evidence of our disobedience and sin.  Pray without ceasing for the Church, the Bride of Christ! 

"great will be the blessings as 
the Church is freed and able 
to demonstrate Zion to the 
world.... Vivian Sorenson, 
1989"  

Volume 2, Issue 2 Page 5 


